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SHIRLEY STRICKLAND DE LA HUNTY 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.54 pm]:  I consider it an honour to have known Shirley Strickland de la 
Hunty.  I first met Shirley when I was a young athlete with a bit of ability and not much dedication.  I was 
dragged aside one day at Perry Lakes and told in no uncertain terms, “You only get back what you put in.”  I 
remember that advice to this day.  Shirley had a very strong personality and she did not tolerate easily people 
who did not make the most of their talents.  She set herself high standards over the years, not only in sport, but 
also in study and the environment and any other cause she felt strongly about.  Shirley’s accomplishments on the 
athletics track have been well documented, as well as the coaching and advice she gave to young athletes over 
the years.  Shirley was also a leader for women in our community.  In 1956, she not only held a job, but as a 
mother she still found time to win gold at the Olympic Games.  The last time I saw Shirley was at the Olympic 
fun run last year when we commented on the exciting young athletes preparing for their Olympic dream.  “We 
must raise the money to let these kids experience the Olympic dream we experienced,” was the last thing she 
said to me.  The Olympic creed sums up what I knew of Shirley.  The important thing in the Olympic Games is 
not to win, but to take part.  The important thing in life is not to triumph, but to struggle.  The essential thing is 
not to have conquered but to have fought well.  To spread these precepts is to build up a stronger, more valiant 
and, above all, more generous and scrupulous humanity.  My deepest sympathy to the family. 
 


